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P. Abs the wirld may think it a vain 
preſum ion, ter ſuch a fon of obſcufity as [ 
ain. a fe mady, vie cebit, lo-aittempt 
a wors of this findg wittte ſuch profound 
ſeiifiblo writers as Nong k, urn. VDoctar 
Parton and Od elm remains ſilent, withe 
dut offering to muke any of tier ſagacious 
remarks on the bk, faliely called * io m 
Pain's Age of enn“ Which i now intend 
{] zutly to auimaavert on. 


Then be it kwown to the reader, that jf 
anv of theie ſubume gonivies. ſtarted againſt 
this illuſtrious antagomit, L ſhud have te- 
mained fii-:it, and never have ait-mpred 10 
riſe to pubiic notice, in theie ſcauly pages 

A 2 1 muſt 
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{ muſt own ſ am ſeuſible of Mr. Hink's hays 
ing an anſwer now in the pteſs; and that it 
is reported Parſon Archer and Parſon Ager 
are prepatiug another in c:junion, 


But let Divinity and all things Divine adhere together. 


Ido not wiſh to enter into any holy com- 
peti otſh p with thete Heverend Gentlemen I 
m a f ſimole layman. and only write for 


the humb'e merid!on of my own acquiiite 
| ance, in the miſt fim, le language of common 


ſenſe. 


Should the novelty of the thing acquire me 
readers. and any oz: my objcctions be acknow- 
le:!z-d for truth, my varity is grat ficd. my 
empty pocket may get ſomething by it, beſides 
the „Ward 1:t1s'aftion of rendering a ſet vice 
tu iu pit ot the world, 


To be ſure, to enter the liſts againſt Tom 
Pain, is a very bold gigant ick undertaking, an 
au hor admi ed and eſtabliſhed, fo much e'e- 
vaicd above my humble ſphete on ihe baſis of 
fame, that I tear my-ſylogiſm can have no 
mo e effect on bim, than Tom B-wiice at- 
tempiing (were it Uanding) to overthrow the 


Coiicifus of Khodes, with a blow ot his Lap» 


lone. * 


But tho? I ſhould fall ris brave to periſh 
Graiping at Fauie by an aim ſo noble, 


Not 


11 


Not only the merit of Tom Pain, but the 
very preſſure of the times, adds to the ce'e- 
brity of his fame and ſtamps a ver eration. for 
him eit and writings amongſt mankind, as the 
apoſtle of Liberty, which makes it dangerous 
tor any author o contradict his principles, tho? 
however repugnant to reaſon. or. pernicious 
to ſociety, withou' haza d ng the odious im- 
putation of being an advocate toi ſlavety. 

Senſible of this diſadvantage, I now proteſt 
in my own defence, that | am from mature and 
reaſon as ardent-a lover of Freedum es Tum 
Fain, and had | his literary powe.s they ſhould 
be employed in the hor oft caule 08 Liberty, 
as | hold it to be the ſoc pier. gative of hus 
min nature, and he that Wiles gut It 18 
an enemy to mankiud. 


Freedom, I'd live for it! Mie or it! Write for it ! 


Wie in defence, live to cnjoy, and die to maintain it. 


Moreover l have been an admirer of what 
was right in Tom Pai when tend ing to Free- 
dom. yet to his thoughts o Religion, 1 cannot 
ſubmit, whea I think them wrong 


The yreateſt uſe of I ibertv, conſiſt, in re- 


ſuting what's wiong or inimical i© Freedom, 


and boidly propazaiing uſetul truths for the 
let vice of mankind, difli:-guiſhing between 
oppieſſion aud juiiice, tyranny and legal pow 

er; 


166) 
er; in ſhort if exp inding the free chartet of 


man, how far Hegdom extends, how tac if may 
be abuſod or een e Ke. „ | 


That Tom Pain, in his Rights 80 Ma a, ha 
this ſort of freedom at hear, moiſt Hi nds of 
liberty atiow: but that the za work no 10 
queſtion (it it be his} is ft no ſet vice to man- 
kind, but on the contrary, f the muſt per- 
nicious conſequence, as tending to deſtioy all 
Reli ion, the chic? femeiilier of the world; 
without which na naten ever did or can 
fubſiit ſince the creation, his mol ſtreneous; 
ad voca cs Mull graut. | 


He fave? tis his aſt offering which he kindly 
bett to all nations! How arrogant the 
pride of a ſuccelstu. author breaks oat here, 
proudly preſuminy this ſorcy phamphiet muſt 
be untverlally received by the diftcrent nati- 
ons thro' the univerſe, to the total ſubvye:ſin 
of their antient and various modes et wors+ 
ſhip; for though he only gives it by way of his 
own Creed. yet by his dedicating it to ali na- 
tions, he ſeems to Alitier himſelf with it's ge- 
neral reception, aud the h nor of having all 
mankind become his Þrolely tes. 


What a ſtrange vanity is this, to hope that 
forty or fiity pages, thrown looſely together, 
moitly pilte:ed-trom a ſew ſtiymatized Deiſts, 
tcarcely gloſſed over with a new ſhew of rea- 
| ſoning, 


1 

ſon og compiled by a ſingle layman (though 
ever ( celebrated) ſhouſd overturn the eſlab- 
liſhed y em of almoſt two thouſand years of 


Chit iftianity, and become the univerſal doQrins 
Ot man. | 


This may not only be called the vanity of 
vainitics, but the inſanity of inſanities. 


Ie favs, he believes in one God, and no 
mae th11s though he afleds to deny it is open 
Jug m, with this difference, that he allows 
no ye Kecord, nor even the decent (were 
ie 2v6thiog ele) formality of external worſhip; 
without which there can be no general iy ſtem 
ot ſacied, or even conumon mora'ity inculcated 


tio the uncoated multiinde, who muſt re- 


main without any ſettled form of adoration, 
| practical duties, or ſtimulative to virtue. 


We r:ad of no nation, thouzh ever ſo rude, 
he vet diicovered globe, but have ſome 
Wade of public worſhip, and temples or altars 
1% edo the ieliy they adore. 
his cuthor favs, his Chu:ch is his own 
mid, making a temp ot his body; by which 


:Ctifne he concemns tequenting any religions. 


c fi 3, in contraction to the long eſtabliſh- 


cd cem of all Rzankind, aud of ail ages and 
Lai 


The 


: 


*. 
3 - 
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* © Thecold inanimate, ſolitary, ſequeſtered me- 
ditations of a | eiſt, can never warm or elevate 
the mind or ſoul into the ardent fervor of puh- 
lic worſhip, where the congregated auditors 
exciic in each other a pious emulation to vir- 
tue, which ſerving as a foundation to good aQie 
ons, is fat pieſerablè to mere abſliaded Deiſm. 


7 


He acknowledges the immortality of the 
foul. and a hope ot future happineſs; the very 
Fagans granted this, moreover they allotted a 
place o puniſhment for the wicked after this 
life, which he ſeems to deny or jeſt at, as he 
makes a ſcoff of the idea or delegated power 
of the devil. | 


This doctrine is incompatible with the juſtice 
of God, and expectations of man; are we to 
ſuppoſe thoſe tyrants and opprettors of the 
earth, who devour the poor man's labor, and 
with their extortions wring the wruhing heart 
of poverty; ſhall theſe ſeducers of virtue and 
diſtreſſers of widows, the envious, the cruel 
ſhedders ef blood, or the enexet able creditor, 
enjoy the reward of good men, or fink into a 
total annihiiation, wiihout a any puniſhment 
annexed to their wickedneſs. 


This is not the language of freedom, nor 
mortal or immar'al juſtice, or equality. I to- 
tally diſavow it, every good man ſhould diſ- 

| claim 
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Alen i it. as none but libertines, oppreflors agd 
tyrants find comiort in it, 


He believes in the equality of man, yet he 
don't tell us what his nouon of human cqua- 
jity 1s, perhaps he has elſewhere, though 
attempt to prove ſhortly, that ſome prin» 
cities in his book, ate inconſiſlent with his 


buaſted doctiine of cquality. 


T's owns religious duties conſiſt in doing 
juice, loving mercy and endeavoring to woke 
bur my 'ow-creatures happy; yet aler aſcribing 
theſe virtuus to religious duties, he allows no 
fem of reiigionz it we have no form of 
1e''2/0n, WG Can have no religious, duties, tis 
obvious. 


What irco-hlent notions here we hn 1, 

10 be merciiul and juſt, and love mankind 2 

From religious duilcs, he allows to flow, 

The Kock from which they ſpring woul.l overthrow. 
How weak he reaſons, to ev*ry ſenſe is plata, 

I! Religion is Iult, her duties can't remain. 


Strange to talk of religious ſreedom (ſor ſree- 
dom conſiſts in virtue) and then reprobate reli- 
gion, and ſay, it was only inſtituted to monopo- 
11z2 power, teriily and enſlave mankind. — 
Mr. Vain never con.d write this. | 


He ſays, after he publiſhed his Common 
Scale in America, (which work he vainly 
pre ſumes 


( 1 ) 


preſumes to be the cauſe of the rupture wich 
England) though not publiſhed until after the 
fiſt diſturbance at Boſton, when things weie 
puſhed too far tor a reconciliation. 


In ſhort, if his Common Senſe had ne ver 
been written, America wonld have acted in 
the ſame manner; the ſpirit of Freedom Was 
viſible in the minds of the pec ple; he only i 
up the public ſeniiments wh-ch tranſmits 
to print, was rewarded by the { opprets as a 
work of. utility, by diſſeminating t. ths ey 
wiſhed to make univerſal. though no ſe:.- 
timent therein written, but was better, (at 
leaſt as well) kuown to themlelves as io ils 
author, 


Strange folly, to ſuppoſe ſo many millions of 
people, without any premature notion of a 
revolt, excited by reading a ſcavty pamphlet, 
would ſhake off their allegiance, liſk their 


lives and fortunes, on the torce of a few ar- 


guments, which Tom Pain told them were 
right. 


To digreſs no longer, he ſays, he ſaw the 
exceeding probability. that the Amer:can te- 
volution in the ſyſtem of government. would 
be followed by a revolution in the ſyſtem of 
religion. Here bis ſuggeſtions failed him; the 
revolution! in government has happened, yet 

5 Chriſtianity 


Et oe IS 
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Chriftianity has not been even attempted ta 
be aboliſhed in America, but is ſettled on a 
firmer baſis than ever. That wiſe brave peo» 
p'-. if they imazined the iehigion ot their p- 
preſſots to be inimical to liberty, and only 
prieit-cra!t to enflave mankind. would have 
ſoon thrown it off along with the yoke, and 
with their new government have ſet up a new 
form ot religion 


No, though they caft off their obedience to 
the laws, they ſtill preſerved unblemiſhed the 
religious principles of their enemies, in paying 
an unanimous adoration to Chiiſt, kaowing 
his docttine to be the doctrine of truth, liber- 
ty ard equality, chaſte, moral and if cb..yed, 
productive of happineſs to man. 


Knowing that wiſdom, piety and zoodnefa 
muſt have a Divine Origin, they doubted not 
the Divinity of Chriſt, ſceptical diſquiſitions, 
throw into danger a religion received by fo 
many na'ions, and which if they loſt, could 
not inſttute a better. 


] believe the world will allow, the great 
Franklin to have at leaſt as much ſenſe as 
Tom Pain, yet he never attempted in his 
writings any ſuch doQrine as in the Age of 
Keafon, but lived and dyed a Chriſlian Phi 
loſopher. | 

B 2 Though 
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Though Pain would wiſh to overturn the 
religion of America. | am certain his book 
wilt not make a ſingle province out of the 
thirteen, profelytes to his dotlrine of Peum. 


That Religion is no enemy to Liberty, may 
be deduced {rom the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of 
America, where tieedom exiſts in her greateſt 
purity; where vanity ſtriped of her tiles, 1s 
reduced to a plain equality; where phitanthro- 
py and truth are cheriſhed; where ſlivery 
is aboliſhed; whete the legiſlature is mild, 
and the taxes eaſy; where every man has to- 
leration to woi ſhip in whatever mode of rcli- 
gious adoratiun moſt congenial to his own 
conſcience 


This is real rational Liberty, all beyond 
which 1s only popular madneſs, ſomented by 
ambitious innovaters, who under the ſpecious 
name of philoſophers and apoſtles of Freedom, 
ſet up tor new law-piveis, and founders of 
novel doQrines, which they make room for, 
by exploding with teditivus and irreverent 
writings, thoſe ſyſtems of Religion or Legiſla- 
ture that obſiruQ their own deſigus. 


1 he 8 never ſince the eſtabliſn - 
ment of their Liberty, have ſtained their an- 


nals with blood; their Congreſs, wiſe and - 


ſteady, without jealouly or ſuſpicion, cement- 
ed by Chriſtian unit), the only beſt binding 
| tie 


_—_—_— 


{ 
| 
1 
| 
i 
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tie between man and man, have iſſued ſau- 
tary mcaſures, and have eſtabliſhed a free 
peaceful government, flouriſhing and h-ppy 
by their council, America is admired and ho- 
noured by al! ſtates and nations; the opp:efſ- 
ſed. the unfortunate find in her bofom an 
aſſ{lum from tyranny and mi fortune Like 
a kind mother, ſhe opens her ports and re- 
ceives all comers, none diſtinguiſh+d, ail are 
cheriſhed and hecome citizens ot Freedom, 


The French. on the contrary, have carried 
their notion of Freedom bcyond the bounds 
of reaſon; emerging ſrom ihe moſt ſervile 
Slavery, into the rather too much extrava- 
gance of Liberty. Nothing but blood and 
proſcription have iſſued from their Conventi- 
on; torn by diſſention, ſuſpicion and jealou— 
ſy, they have neither Chriſtian reliance, faith, 
nor confidence in cach other, owing to the 
pernicious principles of their Deiſtical writers, 
who, denying the Divine Attributes and Divi- 
nity of Chriſt, with ail external Religion, ha ve 
deſtroyed all harmony and order, filing che 
maltitude with gloomy, Sceptical and irreve- 
rent notions of the Deity, p'epated the mind 
for all that anarchy, bloodſhed and confuſion 
which tollowed their emancipation, and ſtill 
prevails. | 


By this ſhort parallel between American and 
French Liberty, the purity of Chriſtianity is 
ſcen 


( 14 ) 


ſeen to triumph over Deiſm. The Americans 
maintain their Liberties and ſtill retain their 
former Religion in its ſimple primitive purity. 
Whereas the French, by exploding Chriſti- 
anity, ſell into all thuſe exceſſes above-men- 
tioned. 


He attacks and denies Revelation, as mere 
buman invention and herefay, vended to im- 
pole laws and dodtines on mankind, never ſo 
revealed by God. | 


He don't deny the power of the Almighty, 
to make ſuch communication to man it he 
pleaſed, yet ſtill he doubts that he ever did, 
becauſe he did not hear the Almighty make it. 
No tcitimony, no record can pain his belief, 
without ocular demonſtration. 
was born blind, I ſuppoſe he would not be- 
live there were either Sun, Moon or Stars, 

| becauſe he could no ſee them with his own 
opties. 


Nor Sun, nor Moon, that in ſueceſſion riſe, 
Nor all the flarty glory of the Skies; 

Creat'd by the glorious Almighty Chief, 

Can gain the doubrful $Sce > T1C's hard belief: 

Tho' with one voice, the world ſhould all agree, 

He'll not believe, the frutht he cannot Jeers 


* 
» 
1 | 
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If Mr. Paine 


En 


He ſavs. after Revelation is revealed to more 
than one perſon, it is no longer Revelation. 
but hearſav; which is falſe. Thi the truth 
be revealed from one perſon to a hundred 'tis 


fill no hearſay, but a continued ſucceſſion of 
Kevelation. 


Beſides, hearſay is only ap idle rumor, a 
vague report; Revelation conſiits in a thing 
revealed from ons perſon to another living 
perſon, ſo continued to be revea'ed to poſte- 
rity by tradition or written record. 


When the ſeerets of Kings and Kingdoms, 
the revolutions of Empires and of States have 
been revealed from paſt ages to the preſent, 


| and trom the preſent to the future, by hiſlo- 


2 
* 8 . 1 


rical revelation, muſt it be only called hearſay, 
becauſe ſome Sceptic like Mr. Pain, did not 
ſee thoſe fac with his own eyes 


No. thoſe facts, if they be fas 1 
in prophane Hiſtory dare not be contradiddted. 


but are allowed to be inconteſtibly true. while 
the Divine Hiſtory (though at leaſt for it's an- 
2 tiquity and morality ſhould gain as much e edit 
as any other Hiſtory) is pulled to pieces and 


branded with the name of Fable, by every 


Sceptic, who wiſh to overturn the Doct ine 
contained therein. 


After attempting to overthrow Revelation, 
he denies the Divinity of Chriſt; with a moſt 
ludicrous detail ot the origin of Chriſtianity, 


As 


(6 ) 


as ſpringing out of the tail, of Heathen Mv- 
thology (to uſe his phraſe) making Chriſt to be 
no more than one of thoſe human created 
Peities, deified by his followers. like Mercury: 
or Apollo, to impoſe on the credulous bind 
the world with ſuperſtition and hoagdwink 
reaſon beneath the traud of prieficraft. 


Aiter drawing this odious picture of Chriſti. 
anity, in making it originate trom the very 
dregs of Paganiſm, branding it with leſs mo- 
rality, tho' with more idolatry, ſuperſtion and 
fraud than the Grecian or Roman ly thology. 
He pretends to have” the greateſt reſpect for 
it's Founder; allowing Jeſus Chriſt to be vir- 
tuous and amiable; bis Doctrine to be benign 
and benevolent, and.his morality to be more 


excellent or at leaſt equa), to any phitoſopher's | 


eicher before or after him and practiſed and 
taught by many good men in alt ages, and owns 
it has not been exceeded by any. 'Tis very 
ſtrange and inconſiſtent, that afier granting 
Chriſt all this merit, Mr. Pain ſhould condema 
his followers, and ſtigmatize the Chriſtian ſyſ- 
tem, ſo very groſsly. | 


If Chriſt, the fgunder of our Religion, had 
ſo many inconteilible virtues, ſure the em- 
bracing his morality, and adhering to his Di- 
vine Precepts, loving Charity, Truth and juſ- 
tice,, which conſtuute the Chriſtian ſyſtem, 
muſt ſutely be excellent, as containing * 

Or 
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for the happineſs of this life on earth, and im- 
mortality hereafter.” 


He writes, that Jeſus' never Wrote a. word 
of the new Teſtament, ſiying it was a work 
of other people. written to magnify his mira» 
cuſous birth and aſccuſi m, which he lauchs at 
as a mere Fable, becauſe his aſcenfion. was not 
viſi de to the whole wirld; As Chriſt did not 
aſcend (to uſe Mr. Pain's words) ke an Air 
Balloon, he will not bebeve it; What an im- 
pious mockery this is, to make ſo ludicrous a 
compariſon, turning a moſt ſublime. and ma- 
Jettic truth into ridicule, in carrying us bal. 
looning into the wild gloomy abyſs of uncom- 
fortable ſcepticiſm, the reſtieſs child ot dougt 
and fiiter ot Deiſm. 


In this Mr. Pain goes farther than the moſt 
daring Deiſts, who on carried their thoughts 
to a contempt ot Religion, but never denied 
the Divine attributes or origin ot Chriſt. 


But Mr. Pain may think otherwiſe beſire 
he dies: The m ſt hardened deiſts and Free- 
thinkers when aſſailed by troubles or ſickneſs, 
when loſt in doubt and ſurrounded by back 
deſpair. their fortitude unhinged and trembling 
ſoul's ſhrinking at the dread of annihilation or 
futurity, have gladly ſeized the revi ving hopes 
and aids of Chriſtian Reiigion, to cheer their 
drovping fpirits and diſpel the gloomy terror: 
of approaching death. 

B The 


86) 
The following POEM, Written by Martrer. after a fir of 
Sickneſs, one of the greateſt Deiſts and Feeethinkers of his 


time, on the T ransfiguration of our Saviour, is a proof of 


_ this z it ſeems to be written with all the fervor of a pious 
zealous Chriſtian, 


(einer, Dove ! the Muſe Heav'n-born inſpire 
bre all her pow'rs, while with extended wing 
She ſeeks the myſlic hill, and wond ring views 
Her Lord transfigur'd. Cod the Father, where he fits 
Enthron'd in glory. He the Son beheld 
High on a mountain, from the world ſegueſter d, 
In holy rapture wing to Heaven his Soul. 
His pray'r is heard—Ard ho! Celeſtial light, 
Sun-bright meridian glory, beamful breaks 
From for th his Sacred Looks. All Heaven unveil'd 
Is open'd in his face, and Godhead blazes 
Efu'gent round : while ting'd with orient. light 
His garments ſhine, pure as the nem fall'n ſnew 
That cleaths the Alpine ridge Appenine. 
So/t gales of fragrance breath d around the place 
Ambrofial, and to grace the uend rous change, 
Moſes and Elias, the realm of light 
For ſaking, dart precipitant from high, 
Invefled with pure ether, all refin'd 
7 heir liquid texture, or cempacted light 
Empyreal cov'ring ! Thus Heaven equipt, 
All pure as innocence, cele ſtial bloom 
Smil'd glowing in their looks, and every limb, 
Adorn'd with Heaw'nly beauty, dazzling foot 
Fair glories, only to their Lord inferior, 
Their garments, ſplendid as the ſolar ray 
Of noontide ſbines, blaz'd bright with orient gold, 
Such as impurples Heaven, when riſing Morn 
Walks ser the ſkies with all her roſy train 
Of ſmiles and bluſbes. Humbly the bleſt pair, 
r deep proſtration, flretch'd before their Lord, 
Recount bis ſufforings and adore bis puſton. 1 
ow 
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How unappal'd this meek and patient Lumb 
Encounters all the rage of earth and bell! 
Hit armour, innocence and white-ey'd faith: 
How, bleeding with rich life, bis ſacred wounds 
Run pur gle, and expand their ruddy muths 
Drepping with cordial balm to heal a wwirld ! 
How the triumphant Vidtim vields his breath 
Chearful amidſt the ſharpeft pangs of torture ! 
While trembling Nature own'd her dying Lord, 
And ſhook th eternal centre: the pale ſun, 
As conſcious of the guilt , obſcur d his head, 
And leſt the world in univerſal mourning. ' 
How, in the grave's encircling gloom he's laid 
Enviren d with cold night : the inſatiate grave, 
Unable ta detain his Heavenly gueſt, 
Reluctant opes his pond rous jaws, and yields 
7 he ſacred pledge of peace to man reſtor 4. 
His fetters broke, freſh as the face of Morn 
That now had trice renew'd her ſmiling tour 
Thro' Heaven, he ſpurns the banded petri of hell, 
And riſing Pheni x-like, ſhakes off the gloom 
Contractea from the grave. Now in bis throne 
Seated on the right hand of glory ſhines 
With Godbead blazing awful Deity. 
Amazing colloquy ! where Heaven and earth, 
Sweetly united, hold the conference 
Sublime! a world reflor d and man redeem'd. 
But while the wondrous interview prolong'd 
Detains the gazing ſun, from Heaven appears 
An orient cloub, that ſeems another ſun 


' Reſplendent thro" the ſkies, from whence was heard, 


As thunder terrible, the Father's woice, 
Awful proclaming from t he fulgent ſhade, 


Loa! MY BELOVED Sox, IN whom IA WELL 
PLEASED, 


( | ) ; 
- 


Mr Pain next brards Jeſus with ignorance, 
and ridicules the poverty of Joſeph and Mary, 
as not being able to afford Jeſus a knowledge 
to read and write; which is all falſe, tor Chriſt 
was very converſant in the Scriptures, tre- 
quently aWuding to the Prophets, which know- 
ledge he muſt have acquired from reading; 
the Scriptures were then iu manuſcript, which 
with-ut the knowledge of writing he could 


never be able io peruſe or become a competent 
judge of, 


Suppoſe Chriſt never wrote a word, if the 
morals are good and the taQts be true recorded 
in the New leitameat, ſure it is all the ſame 
whether written by himſelf or Apoſties It 
ſhewed a modeſty in Chriſt, not to write an 
account of his preachings and miracies while 
he had fo many witneſſes to record them to 


poſterity. 


How vain would thoſe Sceptics hold it of 
Chriſt jf he had written a Journal or Diary, 
of his Preaching, Converſions and Miracles : 
as thus. on ſuch a day I raiſed Lazarus from 
the dead; at ſuch a time l reſtored the Wi- 
dow's Son to Life; in ſuch a weck TI ted the 
multitude; with ſeven Loaves and a tew ſmall 
Fiſhes, &c. Certainly theſe mockers would 
ſtigmatiſe him as an oſtentatious boaſter. and 
mock his writings as a mere fabulous medly 
of egotiſm. 

So 


(ar) 


So his not writing the Goſpels are the cleat- 
eſt proof of their being true, wanting to make 
no ambitious diſplay of his Divine Power; be 
took no trouble of recording his principles or 
miracies, but left each wonder ſpeak for it- 
ſelf, yet they remained fo deeply imprin:ed on 
the minds of many witneſſes that there were 
no danger of theit being ever forgotten or loſt 
to poſterity. 


He condemns the Bible, as being a cauſe'of 
_ corrupting and brutulizing mankind, calling 
it the work of a devil and not of God openly 
prociaiming his diſbeliei and abhorrence of it: 
A-ter thus condemning and reprobating this 
venerabie and ſublime eſlimony of the won- 
detful workings-ot God, what favor ſhould: we 
expect for the New Teſtamcut, or its Inſpired 
Writers, from his prop':ane pen. 


He ſays it is ſull of Wickednefs, conſiſting 
of obſcene Stories, v.ÞJluptuous I'ebaucherics, 
torturous Executions, and unrelenting Vin» 
dict veneſs. Allowing all this to be recorded 
in the Bible, ſtill what can be a better example 
or warning to mankind, than to read of the 
Judgments of- God in puniſhing the Wicked, 
and his goodneſs in rewarding the Juit. 


We read of wicked Kings, their aQions and 
their puniſhments; we read ot good Princes 
and their rewaidsz we read of Lies, Luſt, 
| Apoltacy, 


Ca) 
Apoſtacy, Cruelty and all other Wickednefs, 


after long forbearance, admonitions and Dis 
vine warnings, meet their due puniſhment 
from the hand of a juſtly provoked God, ne- 
ver vindictive but prone to mercy, * 


We have Charity, Benevolence, Hoſpitality 

and Mercy diſplayed in the amiab'e actions 
ol juſt Kings, Patriarchs and Prophets, end 
their Rewards annexed, as a ſlimulztive 10 
Virtue. 


For our edification we have Fx-mple and 
Precept contained in the Bible. which inſtead 
of corrupting or bruta'izing mankind, its au- 
guſt and ſublime images refines and elevates 
the Soul, to a rapturous admiration and reſ- 
peQ tor that Iivine Power. whoſe voice could 
thunder in a whi:lwind and divide the tumu'- 
tuous feas making Hoich tremble and filing 
Senai with the majeſty of his Glory ! Whilſt 
its Precepts conciſe. pithy and fuil, form a 

complete ſyſtem of Morality, ſufficient to im- 
prove in Goodneſs and guide the w hole life 
and aQtions ot Men, 


He next rdicules the formation of the Uni- 
verſe, as recorded by Moſes, and laughs at the 
whole Creation as a Fable; yet he has not ſo 
far refuted this Fable, as to give us a more 
reaſonable account of the Creation, from his 


own cnlighteried ſtock of philoſophy. = 
b Tie 
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He ſays however, the account contained in 
the Bible is plain and harmleſs, tho he tc'icves 
it io be only traditionary. No matter Whether 
hiſtorical or traditional; we know the wird 
muſt have had ſome manner of Creation. and 
that God could cicate it in what time and 
manner he plealed, 


ie ſays the Prophets were only Poets ma- 
ing Pcetry and Prophecy ſynonimous tc: ms, 
turning thuſe Divine Predictors into a ter of 
wild enthuſtaſlic Bards, ſinging raphiodic- to 
Harps and Lyres, like thoſe intinerant ry ming 
Minſtrels with which cvery nation fume: ly 
abounded. 


Though certainly the Predictions of thoſe 
inſpired Jewiſh Scers approaches iv tomethi A 
ſimilar in ſtyle to the ſublmity ot the m-ſt 
lotty Poetry, yet ſtil] it does not conſtitute :113 
Authors Foets: Moreover no Prophane Poet, 
even Homer, was ever allowed to be able 10 
attain the ſublime grandicur of their tte, 
owing to the Divine Inſpiration and Majzitic 
Dignicy ot their Subjects pruccc ding wom 
God, | 


We have no recorded inſtance of any of the 
Prophets delivering, their Propheſics in rhy m-, 
or to the ſound of a Harp or Timbiel, as he 
writes; though David Compoſed and dung 
ſpiritual Songs to his Lyrc in praiſe of God; 

tic 
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he never was ranked amongſt the Prophets, 
yet if Prophecy conſiſtod in Poetry, certainly: 
ſor his Poeiical and Divine compoſt: inns David 
woult be ranked at leaſt amongſt the Minor 
Pre hets. va en 


No, though he is ſtyled the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
bv the Jewiſh Compilers of the Bible, and 
thoſe h ſaims rated hiah amongſt the geriptures 
as ivine Poetry. ſtill they are not termed 
.piefies, nor the Author a Royal Prophet j 
winch plain'y elucidates that a Poet was no 
r:-phet, not ever conſidered as ſuch amongſt 
the Jews. 


is plain, that both Prophets and Poets 
we'e very different orders of men among the 
jiebrews ; the Prophet forewarning them hy 
I -jvine Infpiration, of approaching evi's, or 
denovrcing Almighty Judgments againſt heir 
wicked ets] Or otten bringing cheering pro- 
miles: f javor and conſolation, after ſome long 
Coptiviiy vr public calamity. 


7 he Poet. merely as his thoughts: or Muſe. 
ine ned, ſiuging Hymns of gratitude or celes 


bra'ing the viſible power of the almighty in 
the Creation, like ſome of our modern teligi- 
0135 hoets. or perhaps more mournfully ſiaging 
the wanderings and captivities of his ancei- 
tor the Iſraelites, or celebrating in ſome Epic 
dem the valour of ſome: Jewiſh Hero and: 
Warlise addions of his na tions. Ne 


i 
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He favs, the Word of Cod je not in the 
New nor Old Teſtament, but exiſts in ſome- 
thing elſe; yet he does not tell us in what it 
des exit; It he allows the word of Cod to 
exiſi. ic maſt certainly be in nothing but the 
&c:ip'v'es Somewhere, aſter, he informs us, 
„then the Word of God exiſts in the Creation 
we behuld, and not in this World, 


Though His Word created this whole Uni- 
verſe, which might be termed the Mighty 
Work of his Word. yet the wonderful power 
f the Creator, and not his Word, is found 
the ein; for he never imprinted Ordinances 
on Kt cks, Trees or Mountains, which thou” 
they might excite our reverence and admira— 
tion for Cod, can never afford us any of thoſe 
Divine (Inſtructions found in His Word, as re- 
corded in the *criptures. 


Mr. Paine would make us all Quietits, and 
Religion to conſiſt in meditating the wonders 
of the Creation Certainly much good ariſes 
irom mental contemplation at times; but for 
mankind to turn a ſilent ſet of contemplaters, 
adnuring Rocks and Mountains, gazing at the 
Firmament, without any other ardent mode 
of Wyorthip, would not be agrecable to the 
aQive frame of Man, nor would it be produe- 
tive of either Virtue or Charity; for were 
mankind to avoit aſſembling, and ſequeſter 
themlclyes irom cach other amongſt wilds pod 
; 1 D Ioli- 
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ſolitudes, ndmiring every natural curioſity, a 
gloomy moroſeneſs would take place. inſſead 
of hat focial harmony and neighbou: ly love 
which binds mankind together. 


He ſays, Chriſt was only « Preacher ſor 
eighteen months, which ſuppoſing to be true, 
is a ſtrong proof of his Divinity, for his 
preaching muſt be powerful to make ſo many 
Diſciples and Proſelytes in ſo ſhort a ſpece ; 
while other diligent Founders of Religion, 


have ſpent their whole lives eſtabliſhing one 
Icanty Sect. 


He fays, ſince Chriſt was to die, it was no 
matter what manner of death he died; that 
his dying of a fever or ſmall pox, would have 
dore as well as a crucifidion, IT ho' arifing 
irom diſte mpers, theſe ſorts of deaths are only 
1atura', being meiely accidental periods to 


lite, which might happen unſought tor to any 
man, 


Far different from this mortal caſualty of 
death; Chriſt was ordained to become a 
biceding, public Sacrifice for the world, in the 
flower ot life; he willingly died a painful ig- 
nominous death to ſave mankind, in the fight 
cf all Jeruſalem, who bore teſtimony of the 
viſible wollders which happened in the face of 
the Heavens and Earth, at the time of his 
dillolution! The warting elements all in 

| com 
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commotion, Thunder, Lightning and Storms, 
the Sun and Sky obſcured in mourning, the 
veil of the i emple rent, and ſhrieking Ghoſts 
riſing from their graves,. all proclaimed the 


wonderſul exit of ſome great pei ſon more than 
mor tal. 


He condemns the dead Languages. as being 
uſeiels, by our having tranſlations of all the 
Greek and Reman authors, and recommends 
the ſtudy of theſe tongues to be aboliſhed from 
th- world; after all this invedlive againſt an- 
tu at learning, he either forgets or groſsly con- 
tradict- himlelt elſewhere in his Book; for he 
ſays, tis impaſſible to tranſlate from one lan- 
guage to another without loſi'g a great part 
of the original matter and miſtaking the fer i; 
his be the cate tis plain we are not io truſt 
to tranſlations, but ſhould Nil ſtudy the dead 
languages which he condemns, 


After this he talks of Scientific Knowledge ; 
willing to ſhew his Learning in Aſtronomy 
and Mathematics, he (peaks of Wheels, Tri- 
angles and Demonſtrations; Almanacks and 
Calenders; the magnitude of Stars and Pla- 
nets; attempting to prove that there are dix 
Worlds befides one in the Moon ; ſuch as Sa- 


turn Mars, Pluto, &c. and that the +piri: 


of God it exiſting in Chtiſt, ſhould die in all 
theſe Planctary Worlds. 


Ie 
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He condemne the Chriſtian ſ fem fr calle: 


lng Mathematics and Aſtronomy a human 1 1- 
vention, becauſe Mr Pain proteſlc« hime k 
a <cicntific Man of Knowledge; leu d 
have all the Sciences originate from the Dis 
vine inſtruction of God. 


If the Sciences had been reveve! be Gd, 
he woul4 have had reveaed them in perfect 
on, whereas 'tis plain the Sciences hive (u- 
tained material changes fince their fi: it in- 
vention and are ſtill in a piogreſhve ſtate of 
human impiovemeut. | 


After thus diſplaying his knowledge in the 
Sciences, he gives his readers a long account 
of his birth, parentage and education; of his 
puichaſing a pair of Globes, turning Aſtrono- 
mer, and being acquainted with Doctor Levis, 
his notion of politics, and his commencing «us 
thor, with a boaſt of rhe effect ot His Pam 
phlet called Common Senſe, as cauſing he In- 


dependence of America ſix months atet its 


publication. 


After this ſtring of ecoriſm, which has no 
connedion with the ſubjedt, he informs us 
ot his hearing a Sermon when young, oa the 


Paition of Chriſt, the terror of which. and 4 


Neditation he had deſcending a fli.ht of gar- 
den ſteps, pave him a diſguſt io the Chriſtian 


Keligion when a Child, making him turn Deiſt 


when 
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when a Man! So becauſe an energetic Ser- 
mon ſhocked Mr. Pain in his childhood, the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem muſt be all untruth, for he 
ſays nothing can be truth that can frighten a 
Child; a fiue childiſh reaſon indeed for a man 
ot boaſted reaſon to produce. 


Finiſhing this argument, after much more 
matter on the motion of the Sun and magni- 
tude of his fix Worlds; he aſſumes his ſneer- 
ina ſtyle, and ridicules not the Miracles of 
C hriſt al ne but thoſe of God the Father! He 
laughs at the Whale ſwallowing Jonas, which 
he attempts to throw into burleſque to make 
his readers (mile, by ſaying '"twas no Miracle 
ſince Jonas did not ſwallow the Whale, Mi. 
racle do not conſiſt in impoſſibilities, but in 
viſihie wonders done by the power cf Gd, or 
thote c-mmiſſioned from him, 'which Miracles 
th» wonderful may reaſonably come within 
the belief of Man, It will be a greater Mi- 
racle than Jonas and the Whale, if mankind 
ſwallow down his Age of Reaſon, which he 
bequeaths as a Legacy to make Deiſts of all 
the lubabitants of the Univeiſc, 


He concludes with not troubling himſelf, as 
he ſays about his future exiſtence, yet believes 


that there may be an immortality of the Soul 


herealter. He laſtly adviſes the World to caſt 
oft all Religious Ceremonies, and worſhip God 
as Adam did at firſt, without Alter or * 

W ple, 
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ſe. under ſome Buſhes, in a dreſs of Fig. 
— He ſays Adam, if ſuch a man live, 
was a Deift ; which is falſe; Deiſm confi.1- in 
a diſuſe and d:\b-lief of the uſe of Religiung 
Ceremonies; there were no Ceremonies at + 
Adams creation. f» he cou'd be no eit; et 
moreover wen his Family mattiplied, be = 
erected Altars, and aſſembling bis Houſh 44 
together, prayed in uniton inſtituting >acrifice 3 
and other Rites and Ceremomies, 1nticely in- 
conſiſtent with ſolitary, cold, ſequeſtered e- ö 


iſm; which plainly proves that adam was no 17 
Deiſt. NE 4 


Pefore I conclude I cannot avoid quoting 
the opinions of two great men, concerning 1hz 
pernicious conſeq ences and minifoid cis 
that attend the Vocrine of Deiſm. PoCtur 
Johaloa in his Lite of Milton, lay. 


4% To de of no Church is dingerous. Religion, of which the 
rewards are diſtin, and which ire only mme by Fah aid 
Hape, will gli e by degrees out o the Min, unicfs un be invi- 
gorated and impreſſed by eternal ordinances, by lated Calls to 
worihip, and the ſalutary influence of example,” 


Doctor Z:mmerman, ſp:aking concerning 
the evils of Deiſm, brought into Faſhion in 
Pruſſia by Frederic the Great. under the name 
of The Progreſs of Reaſon, lays 


«© Several very honeſt Women in other reſpeR+s, were unfaith- 
ſus ro heit Huſb ins, becauſe they were Deiſts, that is to ſay, 
becauile they were enlightened Women: Female infidclity and 
divorces became as cvinuon at Berl, 2s at the molt corrupted 


period 


* - 


only Prill +boliſhed by Frederic William, whoſe example ſhould 


a 
* 


Says that Liberal Minded, Chriſtian Prince; 
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period of the Romen Empire. Some of the moſt enlightened 
people of In ſh on dancing naked. The principles of Deiſm was 
carried ſo far 1 Potſdam, that during ten years, above three 
bund:cu prople had committed ſuicide on themſelves in Porſdam 


be 'oMowed by all Chriftian Princes. His words deſerve to be * 
1 ecorded, ” 


„em againſt any reſtraint in Conſcience; I leave every one 
to %o lo his own Creed; but | will never ſuffer the Chriſtian 
Keligiun to be trampied under foot in my Dominions : I will 

' ever print my prople to be encouraged to deſpiſe the Bible; 
nor he (tandard of Deu, Infidelity and Materialiſm to be pub- 
lickly ereQed,” 


Having thus endeayored to refute theſe 
1 Principles, as far as my weak abi- 
ties would permit ; 1 hope this will receive 
that ene uragenient which the intention me- 
Tits. from 4 candid Public: To whom, tho' 
] proteſy myiclf different in religious Princi- 
les from Mr. Pain, | am ſtill as | ever was, 
an admirer of Liberty; | deteſt Tyranny and 
Opp: effion, and believe that all mankind have 
an cqual right to the bleſſings of Ficedom. 
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